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�e latest Cretaceous Mediterranean archipelago, a complex set of carbonate platforms, peninsulas, and islands 
in the western margin of the Tethys Ocean, bracketed by Laurasian and Gondwanan continental remains of 
Pangea, represents a long-lasting challenge for palaeogeographers and palaeontologists focused on non-marine 
vertebrates, their evolution and biogeography1. Most of vertebrate remains documenting the evolution of this 
unique context are con�ned to the Adriatic Carbonatic Platforms (AdCP), a vast domain characterized by car-
bonate platforms severed by deeper marine areas. �e AdCP was ecologically set apart from other neighbour-
ing larger European landmasses (i.e. Iberian, Pyrenean-Provencal, Pontid, and Pelagonian domains), where 
more continental environments and faunas developed, playing a pivotal role in biogeographic reconstructions 
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